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Why Are You Here? 
 

I know that I have asked myself that question many, many times 
over.  I am sure all of us at some point or another have also 

questioned and pondered about it too!   Brené Brown, one of my 
most favorite authors and motivational speakers, will say this one 
word answer, "CONNECTION".   Neurobiologically, we are here 
to make connections.  Humans are born wired for connection – 
it’s in our DNA, as strong a need as food, water and warmth.  In 
our brains is an "attachment system", which gives us a magnetic 
attraction to others – usually beginning first with parents, siblings, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, school friends, teachers, adult 
friends, colleagues, mentors and later romantic partners and our 
own family, when the whole cycle starts over again.  So why is it 

so difficult for some of us to connect?  Could it be shame and 
fear?  We doubt ourselves too much and question "Are we good 
enough"?  "Are we thin enough"?   "Are we smart enough"? –We 

know who is asking those questions!   Our own kids, our 
students, our colleagues.  So, what do we need in order to make 
those connections?  According to Brené Brown, we need to be 

vulnerable.  "Vulnerable" not WEAK, but courageous, brave, and 
whole-hearted.   Most of us view vulnerability as a sign of 

weakness, of not being able to put up a fight, or throwing in the 
towel and giving up.  I remembered a story I had once read in a 
leadership book somewhere.  It was about an Oak Tree and a 
Palm Tree.  This is the story as I remember...  If I were to ask, 

“Which would you rather be, an Oak Tree or a Palm Tree?” many 
of us would choose the Oak. Oak trees are legendary for being 
strong and sturdy, with deep roots and a solid presence. Palm 

trees, on the other hand, are slender, tall, and beautiful, but 
appear to sway in even the slightest breeze. Which is more 

vulnerable to you?  I believe most of us would agree and say the 
Palm tree is subject to more vulnerability.  BUT… what most 

people don’t know about Palm trees is that they, too, have very 
deep roots.  When faced with adversity, many people desire to 
have the strength and sturdiness of the Oak tree - but here is 

what happens in storms.  Due to their solid, unmovable nature, 
Oak trees are often uprooted or have their sturdy branches 

broken by high winds and heavy rain. The Palm tree, however, 
leans and sways in the direction of the wind - knowing it better to 

go with the force of a great storm than against it. Without the 
pressure of resisting the wind, the heavy rain nourishes and 

deepens the roots of the Palm - ever preparing it to weather the 
next storm.  So, after reading this story, which would you rather 

be?  The Strong Oak or the Resilient Palm?  Could you be both?  
Should you be both?  Only you can decide. It all of a sudden it 

sounds okay to be vulnerable! 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
 
Coordinator Direct Reports 
March 9 – 12, 2020 
 
 
 

FAMILY EVENTS 
 
March 10, 2020 
Math Carnival @ Desert View 
MS 
5:00 pm  
 
March 11, 2020 
Math Carnival @ Riverside MS 
5:00 pm 
 
March 12, 2020 
Math Carnival @ Rio Bravo 
5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

HAVE A BEAUTIFUL 
SPRING BREAK! 
March 16 – 20, 2020 
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A Productive and Amazing week!!  Our Del Valle parents assisted us @ our Meet & 
Greet of our new Site Coordinator Ms. Carzoli.  Parents were informed of the new 

academic schedule and procedure taking place.  As well as the hot meal schedule for 
students.  

Congratulations Ms. Carzoli!!   
For the month of March, a Math Carnival will take place on all eight campuses.  
Parents and students will be able to play with one another while learning and 

experiencing new ways math is taught.  Below are the dates scheduled. 
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	 Happy First Week of March! Where has the time gone! Students are feeling the crunch 
time, our third tutoring cycle ended and the third nine weeks is a wrap. Student academic talk  

is all about the writing camps! 
This week of enrichment talk is all about March madness. Tutors created a lesson on March Madness and added a 

twist with Munch Madness.  As the connection is with a sport, tutors connected a form of bracket with the most 
bought and liked snack items during this month.  Munch Madness also connects students with college and career 
readiness in the business world. Students drew all the snacks first for their brackets then will survey and compare 

their data on sweet, meat/ cheesy, salty and chips, that are most consumed during March. They will also learn how 
they could become an entrepreneur themselves by surveying and gathering data of their own peers. 

 
As always stayed tuned for more and always commit to what you love! 

 Go Warriors! 
	

 Conquistadores had another great week. Staff and students cooperated in “Read across 
America” by wearing different types of attire each day of the week. Our program’s Meet and Greet 

went very well. We went from having no parents attend the first meeting, to 11 attending the one on 
Thursday March 5th. Parents were very happy to hear about the exciting events coming up these 

next few months in our program. Del Valle had a special visit from Chris Villa on Monday afternoon. 
He asked a few questions about the program, as well as documentation and then proceeded to 

observe the robotics class for the remainder of the time. 
 

OFOD! 
 

 

  I Another awesome week has passed by at DVMS 21st Century. Students have been busy 
cooking up a storm in program lately; both in morning program and afterschool. One of the favorites during 
Morning Mashup has been turkey bacon and cinnamon roll waffles. Yum! While after school students have 
gotten innovative with our cooking supplies and made their very own version of pizza pockets. Delish! Our 

students practiced soccer worked on math and danced away in Folklorico practice.  We are preparing for 
next week and are excited for our very first Math Carnival. We look forward to seeing parents and students 

take part in an awesome evening we have planned full of learning and fun! Remember “Life is a ticket to the 
greatest show on earth.” ― Martin H. Fischer 
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	Our marvelous art class is working on different painting skills. Students are learning 
how to relax using painting. Finished products are shared with family members. Our dance team is 
finishing our spring recital; it will be awesome this year. Weights and conditioning class continue 
with strengthening major muscles. During our academic time, tutors and teachers are ensuring 

that students finish their homework, math assignments and I station reports. We are also 
preparing for our second field trip of the year to White Sands.  

 
Go Hawks! 

 

  The Math Bingo competitions continue to be a big attraction for our Novilleros. 
Students are eager to get their homework done so they can have time to participate in the math 
bingo for the chance to win a goodie. This week we were able to conduct our sports class in the 

gym and the students loved it. The volley ball nets were up and everyone decided to have a volley 
ball match among them. For our cooking class the students made mozzarella sticks but with a 

twist, they were Flaming Hot Cheetos Mozzarella Sticks. The students were super excited about 
this recipe and they did a good job on the cooking stations and ended up with a delicious end 

product. Great things are happening at the  
Parkland Middle School 21st Century Program. 

	Another great week at Rio Bravo. Weather has been crazy, like always around this 
time of year here in El Paso. Not to worry so much we can work with everything, we just change 

locations if we have to, we don’t want our students getting sick. We are excited about planning our 
first field trip of the year to White Sands National Park, to celebrate our students with 45 days or 

more in the program. As well we are getting ready for a Math Carnival, that is going to be on 
Thursday, March 12th we hope that a lot of our families can join us for this event. 

 
. 
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    I love that our program is more than just a homework class. In fulfilling the academic 
requirements of our ACE/21st Century program, we shared with our students the various reading passages 
we could read for our daily Read Aloud. Nothing seemed to interest them. Then, the title, “Do you Bully?” 

came up.  That was the chosen passage. Various students volunteered to read aloud to the rest of the group. 
When the passage was completely read, the discussion began. Students, tutors and myself had plenty to 

comment. Allowing students to express themselves and share was enlightening. Today I share some of the 
brief writings from what our students learned from the short passage. 

 “May the Force Be with You!” 
 
 

 

  Great start to the month of March!!!  Our students cannot get enough of their Cricut 
machine and they are enjoying the craft projects they are working on.  Our librarian has awesome 

ideas and there is definitely more to come later this month!  We are also working on The Harnessed 
Atom lesson in our morning program.  The students are learning all about the basics of energy and 

were surprised at various things they learned.  The iPads have continued to be a big hit as well.  
This week the kids used them to learn more about Garage Band and also to work on the homework 

that teachers assigned them.   
We are very proud of our Braves!! 
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How Can We Connect with Our Students? 
 

Learn names quickly and correctly 
• Value student diversity and identity by learning names quickly and pronouncing 

them correctly.  
• Only use nicknames if students prefer them  
• Greet each of my students at the door by name before class.  

 
Students are never too old for show-and-tell.  

• Help students feel they’re more than just another student by allowing them to bring 
in something that represents them, their culture, or some activity that they enjoy 
doing at the beginning of the year 

 
Post student pictures and student work.   

• Older students still need to be reminded that you value their work.  
 
Assign seats, and change them often 

• We all know that middle school students don’t always get along, but when students 
have opportunities to work together, they learn about each other and discover 
ways to work together even though they’re different. tasks. 

 
Find small ways to connect.  

• In my first-period class, we often have circle time on Monday mornings or after a 
break. We stand in a circle and pass a ball around. The person with the ball shares 
a compliment about another person in the circle, what they did over the weekend 
or the break, or how they are feeling in the moment and why.  

 
Simply listen.  

• Taking time to make small talk can help break down barriers to learning.  

 


